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Lions making their mark

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our past and future guests a prosperous 2018. 
 
After a very successful festive season, it’s time to reflect over the last couple of months, as so much has happened 
within our wonderful wild world here at Nambiti Private Game Reserve. 
 
Throughout November and December, Nambiti has received moderate to fair rainfall, which has been welcomed 
by both our furry friends and the vegetation. The reserve is looking lush, with brilliant green leaves, tasty new 
shoots and beautiful wild flowers abundantly brightening the landscape. 
 
Our furry friends are healthy, with their coats shining brilliantly. We have welcomed new members to many of our 
families, with our Impala, Wildebeest, Steenbok and Kudu, just to name a few, giving birth to healthy youngsters. 
It is always a pleasure for us to take our guests out to view the babies – they are just too cute.

Our two dominant male lions have been kept extremely busy marking territory due to the loss of their scent on 
the vegetation from the rainfall. This keeps us as rangers busy, travelling many kilometres throughout the reserve 
to try and locate them. Knowing where they are allows us to get the guests participating in tracking and spoor 
identification, which are exciting safari activities! The average size of a male lion’s spoor is approximately 15cm, 
while a female’s is 12cm.
 
Our “Daddy” lions have been spending a lot of their time with their now one-year-old cubs, keeping them safe 
from the other males on the reserve and teaching them how to be the kings of the jungle.   

The younger males are enjoying time in the south near our lodge, which 
is not a bad thing because it means they are staying away from the pride 
of older boys. If these younger males were to form an alliance with their 
elder counterparts, they could wreak havoc with our Buffalo herds. They 
could, under those circumstances, become a strong force of nature!



New additions to our Buffalo family

Our breeding herd of buffalo have now
increased to 54, with the birth of four 
youngsters within the past three months.
 
Buffaloes mate and give birth only during the rainy season. 
A bull will closely guard his female, ensuring that other bulls are 
kept at a distance. Cows will reproduce for the first time at around 
five years of age, after a gestation period of 11.5 months. Newborn 
calves are difficult to see, as they remain hidden in vegetation for the first few weeks, 
with Mom returning periodically to nurse them before rejoining the herd.

Two herds of Elephants

Our majestic breeding herd of elephants have split up, with the possibility of forming two separate breeding 
herds. The matriarchs are doing a fantastic job of guiding the elephants throughout the reserve, feeding on all the 
vegetation in their paths. They are travelling great distances during the evenings and can been found anywhere from 
the south to the north in the mornings. Elephants can travel approximately 80km a day if the vegetation is lacking in 
nutrients or water sources are scarce. 

They spend most of their days feeding, as they have to eat 
approximately 10 percent of their body weight every day. 
On average, they only sleep for two hours within a 24 hour period. 
Elephants do not usually lie down when they sleep for any length
of time, as the pressure of their immense weight has a 
detrimental effect on the functioning of their vital organs.



Cheetahs at the Woodlands Gate

SEE YOU ON A DRIVE SOON!
Umzolozolo Lodge

Sightings of the month

Did you know?

The Cheetahs on the reserve are doing well and are 
spotted around the Woodlands Gate area regularly. 
Cheetahs are active mainly during the day, with hunting 
being their main activity. Classified as vulnerable by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
these creatures have suffered a substantial decline in their 
historic range due to rampant hunting in the 20th century. The species bottlenecked dramatically, which caused 
inbreeding and left them vulnerable to disease, deformities and high infant mortality rates.

Nature, however, is incredible, and they have evolved to be the most effective hunters in terms of speed over short 
distances. Their hearts and lungs increase in size in order to give them incredible stamina. Their long powerful tails 
help them keep their balance while executing high-speed turns.

On an early morning drive, one of our rangers came in contact with the two dominant male lions. After spending a 
great amount of time viewing them sleeping, all the while anticipating movement, he was rewarded! All of a sudden, 
they woke up from a deep sleep and starting running north. At the time, we didn’t understand what was going on, but 
the ranger started his vehicle and began to follow them. What happened next was extraordinary and memorable.
 
The dominant males had picked up the scent of the younger males nearby, and physical contact was made. 
The younger males stood their ground for the first time and tried to compete against the older males. They were 
unsuccessful and after a few minutes of “being brave”, they ran for their lives. Seeing male lions fight is on everyone’s 
bucket list. I must say it was very exciting, but at the same time, a few of our guests found it difficult to hear the roars 
and watch the claws.

Lions see mainly in grey and white, with highly developed 
night vision. This doesn’t mean they can see in total darkness 
– they rely on stars and moonlight to reflect off a membrane in 
their eye, which nature has specifically designed for nocturnal 
animals. This makes them formidable and efficient night time 
hunters. If it were pitch black, a lion would be as useless as a 
human at night. The way a lion’s eye is designed helps them 
to pick up and amplify very faint light such as that 
emitted from stars and the moon.


