
RANGERS’ REPORT FEBRUARY & MARCH 2018
Well February and March have come and gone, and here at Umzolozolo, we have had the privilege of hosting 
guests from many different countries, such as The Netherlands, Germany, Australia, the United States of America 
and many more. It is always a pleasure meeting people from around the world, hearing their stories and finding out 
how they discovered Umzolozolo. 
 
The majority of our guests tell us that they heard about Umzolozolo via word of mouth or from family members 
who have visited previously. This is always positive for Umzolozolo. 

LATEST NEWS
Throughout February, the rangers were entertained with the arrival of many enthusiastic young children who 
wanted to become Umzolozolo Level 1 Junior Rangers. One of the first steps to become an Umzolozolo Junior 
Ranger is to be well behaved and listen to every word the guide says to ensure that one doesn’t miss out on any 
of the answers for the exam. On the drives, the ranger will ensure that youngsters learn about all the big things 
as well as all the little things. After they have proved themselves by vocally answering questions from the guide 
on the vehicle and shown themselves to be well behaved, the ranger sits alongside the Level 1 Junior Rangers as 
they work through the exam. Once a Level 1 Junior Ranger has finished his or her exam, the ranger marks it, and 
those who successfully pass will receive a Level 1 Junior Certificate.

Umzolozolo’s new Level 1 Junior Rangers.



Sightings of the month
An exciting birding discovery as we are nearing the end of summer, we  
have had wonderful birding opportunities. Umzolozolo rangers discovered a  
bird that is both particularly interesting and rare in Kwazulu-Natal  
– the Great Spotted Cuckoo. Cuckoos are known for brood parasitism, which  
means they lay their eggs amongst eggs of another bird species whose eggs are look similar to theirs. In this way, they 
rely on the other bird to raise their chicks. The Great Spotted Cuckoos’ victims include the Pied Crow and Cape Crow. 
With huge populations of crows in Nambiti Private Game Reserve, we are hoping that the Great Spotted Cuckoo resides 
permanently here.
 
Trevor Hardoker, a rarity specialist, has confirmed that the species is indeed rare in KZN.

LIONS ON THE PROWL
On an early morning game drive, we were lucky enough to find our Southern Pride of lions on our access road. They 
had managed to chase one of the Nyalas out of our camp and bring it down by the sign located on our access road. We 
watched them feeding for an hour before they moved on to a shady spot where they disappeared. The intense sound of 
flesh tearing, bones breaking and growling truly made this a unique experience. Later that evening, the lions returned to 
finish off their meal, not realising that the dominant males had picked up their scent and the scent of the dead Nyala and 
were on their way! 

The dominant males arrived, chased the Southern Pride away and finished off an easy meal. Lions eat between 4 and 7 
percent of their body weight when they have managed to capture something. This is just a rough estimate.

ELEPHANTS AND CROWBERRY GORGE
In January’s report, we stated that our main breeding herd has split into two. This month, our elephants have joined 
together once again and have been located on a daily basis in an area known as Crowberry Gorge. This area is hard 
to reach and does take some time to get to, but it’s well worth the trip. In Crowberry Gorge, you will find the most 
beautiful views and vegetation, as well as the exit of the Sundays River from our reserve.  

The road is a gradual descent of twist and turns alongside a mountainous valley. One can also experience the peace 
and quiet at the bottom of Crowberry, where there are only bird sounds to be heard. 

The two solitary male elephants are still roaming in the north, not far from the herd.
 
Elephants eat an average of 10 percent of their body weight every day. This can range from 400kg to 600kg daily. As 
you can imagine, eating such great quantities of food can cause great damage to the environment. Careful evaluation 
of this situation is a very important task for reserve management, as failure to monitor it could lead to a negative 
impact on the environment. On average, an elephant can travel up to 80km a day if food is scarce in their immediate 
surroundings.

The rangers at Umzolozolo also discovered the elephant pictured below, who decided to check himself into a 
boma. These enclosed areas are where animals are kept upon their arrival at a new game reserve to allow them to 
acclimatise, get used to the new vegetation and adjust to their surroundings in general. As we well know, elephants 
never forget! This big guy decided to check himself in again to check if there had been any changes. He then gave 
Umzolozolo guests an unforgettable show, standing on his hind legs to reach the higher branches.



MEET THE NEW CHEETAH

EAST COAST RADIO GROUP

Our guests at Umzolozolo had the opportunity to spend some time with a majestic Serval Cat 
recently. These creatures are usually very skittish, but this particular one was very photogenic, 
and allowed our guests to observe him up close and personal.
 
Serval Cats are amongst the animals that play a huge role in controlling our rodent population 
on the reserve.
 
At Umzolozolo Safari Lodge, we don’t only look for big game. We also pay attention to detail. 
For example, this Flap Necked Chameleon was caught on camera on one of our night drives 
recently.

March has been an exciting month with the arrival of a new cheetah, Xanie! She 
is a five-year-old who was born in the Kwa Cheetah Breeding Project which is 
located next to our reserve. The field guides on the reserve are giving her the 
opportunity to feel welcome and become familiar with her new surroundings. To 
this end, one of the rules on the reserve at the moment is that only one vehicle 
at a time may view her. In addition, no one may view Xanie using headlights 
in the evenings. In this way, we put limits on unnatural factors that could 
potentially stress her out.
 
Quick Cheetah facts 
- Cheetah’s top speed is: 120km/h
- Gestation: 90-98 days
- Lifespan:10-12 years in the wild 

During March, we hosted the East 
Coast Radio drive team, which was 
loads of fun. They stayed two nights 
and broadcasted live from the lodge 
deck. This gave us a great opportunity 
to find out how radio works behind the 
scenes. The game drives with the ECR 
team were exciting and memorable. 
We managed to show the team lion, 
elephant and many different species of 
birds, which they thoroughly enjoyed 
learning about.  

Sightings of the month



SLITHERY SNAKES

Early one morning, we discovered our six-year-old male 
cheetah in the southern section of the reserve. After 
watching him for a while, we decided to go and have a 
coffee break. After the coffee, we returned to the area to 
see whether he was still around, only to find him standing 
over a fresh kill he had made, which turned out to be a 
young kudu. We stopped and observed him drag the kudu 
into a shady spot, where he started feeding. 

With winter approaching, our slithery reptiles are on the 
move, trying to find the most suitable place to go into 
brumation. Snakes do not hibernate as many people believe. 
They go into a stage called brumation, in which they slow 
down their metabolism and movement, but are still very 
aware. Normally, they will find warm spots to spend the cold 
months.
 
Below is a picture of a Boomslang that was relocated by 
our ranger Promise. Boomslangs are able to open their 
mouths 170 degrees, and are back-fanged. Their venom 
is haemotoxic which is slow acting, but the victim may die 
from internal or external bleeding if no help is found. Male 
Boomslangs are bright green in colour, while females are 
brown. They grow up to approximately 170cm and are native 
to Sub-Saharan Africa. The female Boomslang can lay 
about 30 eggs, which are placed inside trees to incubate for 
approximately 3 months.

Picture of the month

AMERICAN TOUR GROUP
We were pleased to host a group of 14 American students  
and their teachers for two nights. It was many of the students’ 
 first safari experience, and what an enjoyable time we had!  
During the two days, Nambiti received over 150ml of rain –  
day in and day out. Instead of the group avoiding the rain and staying in the lodge, they buckled up, put on their 
ponchos and headed out. From slipping and sliding to getting stuck, it was an enjoyable experience for all. We 
managed to view 4 of the big 5 in the pouring rain!
 
On their second evening, after a game drive in the pouring rain, the students expressed strong interest in lions and 
their behavior, so when we arrived back at the lodge, we watched a movie called Ghost and the Darkness. This true 
story, set in Tsavo, Kenya, tells the story of two man-eating lions who killed over 150 people. The students enjoyed 
watching the film and walked stealthily back to their units watching each other’s back, as a sense of fear had set in. 

See you on a Game Drive Soon


