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The change of seasons has arrived and it has bought along with it beautiful, chilly, misty and exciting 
morning drives. The early morning game drives are now departing at 6am, allowing guests to sleep 
in a bit more before heading out to the bush to create memories that will last a lifetime. The cooler 
weather has definitely helped our guides locate the lazy kitty cats more easily, as they are active for 
longer during these cooler mornings. Don’t let the cooler weather discourage you, as our rangers 
provide you with a special morning coffee with a splash of amarula on the drink stop during the safari. 
Coffee always tastes better in the bush!
 
On the vehicle, your ranger will provide you with your own blanket and hot water bottle just to ensure 
you are cozy for the exciting three-hour drive. 

PANTHERA PARDUS (LIONS)
Everyone enjoys seeing lions when they come on safari. They have been showing off for our guests 
recently, making our game drives really exciting. Our dominant male lions are still the kings of 
Nambiti – for now. We say “for now” because their younger boys, who have reached sexually maturity, 
are growing fast and have started gaining the confidence to take on their dads, create their own 
territories and cover their own females. 

On one beautifully clear and unforgettable evening, we got to witness the two younger male lions 
meeting one of the dominant males outside our lodge. We were all enjoying dinner in the boma with 
the fire burning, when we suddenly heard loud roaring and a commotion coming from the bottom of 
our lodge. One of our rangers ran to the vehicle and started it up and we were on our way! It was not 
long until we located the lions, and we watched the interaction playing out alongside our vehicle for 
several minutes. What we witnessed was incredible – for the first time, our younger male lions were 
chasing the dominant males away from a female.

The vocalisation which we heard that night will be something we always remember. After running back 
and forth, the younger males lost confidence and submitted to the dominant male. This was a really 
special opportunity to watch lion behaviour up close. We will never forget just how fast our hearts 
were racing.

BOOMSLANG VS CHAMELEON
During lunchtime at the lodge, the rangers got to witness yet another 
special sighting. We were observing a Flap-necked Chameleon 
enjoying the afternoon sun’s rays when all of a sudden, a sneaky 
female boomslang appeared. She snuck up and struck the chameleon 
once, and then waited a few moments for her venom to take action. 
Once the chameleon was immobilised, the boomslang opened her 
mouth and started devouring the chameleon from head to tail. This 
was truly a once-in-a-lifetime sighting. See pictures below. 



See you on a Game Drive Soon

BIRDING
Some of the fascinating birds to observe at Nambiti at the moment are 
the pair of Lanner Falcons flying around the reserve. Lanner Falcons 
are easy recognisable by the black tears below their eyes. These are 
similar to the black markings below a cheetah’s eyes.

The Lanner Falcon is a medium-sized bird of prey that is widely 
distributed, particularly during breeding season. Their unique nesting 
sites on the sides of cliffs can be found throughout Nambiti, and chicks 
have been seen hatching and being raised.

The Red-billed Queleas, also known as Red-billed Weavers, have also 
made their mark on Nambiti, appealing even to non-birders. They have 
been seen in flocks of up to 2 000 on the reserve. They are seed eaters 
and can be found on the ground feeding on fallen seeds, or eating 
directly from the tops of grasses. They all move at the same time, 
creating the impression of a rolling cloud moving over the landscape.

PLANT LIFE
Traveller’s Joy
  
Traveller’s Joy is frequently seen on the roadside in Nambiti, climbing into trees or over 
bushes, rocks and fences. It’s also sometimes seen in the grass. This eye-catching plant 
is widespread throughout Southern Africa and is said to cure a wide variety of illnesses 
and ailments. For hundreds of years, travellers have been using it to soothe blisters and 
other travel sores – hence its name. 

Tsamma Melon

This plant is a rare find in KZN, but you’ll spot it at Nambiti! The KZN-
based sub-species is very sweet compared to its counterparts from 
the Cape. The fruit is protected by wax-producing “stomma” on the 
skin. It’s said that if you were to bury a Tsamma Melon underground 
for up to a year, it would remain edible. With more than 90% 
moisture, the fruit is a great source of Vitamin C. Many of the animals 
who call Nambiti their home use these melons as a source of food 
and water. The Gemsbok (Oryx) will often use Tsamma Melons as the 
source of all the water they need, rather than drinking from standing 
water sources. The melon’s sweetness is also well-loved by elephants, 
who will crunch through it with delight.


