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PREDATORS ON THE PROWL
Due to the late rains the bush is still thick; this 
means that finding predators can be quite a 
difficult job, even for guides who are skilled 
trackers with a thorough understanding of animal 
habits and movements. However, with persistence, 
patience and passion, the guides at Umzolozolo 
have been getting some amazing sightings of 
Leopard, Cheetah, Serval and Lion. 
In the last month, we have observed Lions stalking 
and attempting to make a kill, sometimes getting 
the opportunity to see this mighty animal get 
all the calculations correct in order to make a 
successful hunt. 
Lions have a hunting success rate of 3/10, so 
for every 10 hunts, only three of them will be 
successful as they are opportunistic and lazy 
animals. We have been fortunate enough however to watch two lionesses work together to take down 
a red hartebeest. The red hartebeest is no joke of an antelope, weighing up to 170kg. It’s one of the 
most alert of all the plains species and can reach speeds of up to 80km/h. Waiting patiently from the 
game drive vehicle and watching the two sisters calculating their strategy was bittersweet but we 
knew the hunt was on.
Getting into a downwind position and remaining unseen are two of the most important factors 
when hunting. It’s then a case of stalking until close enough to charge and bring down the selected 
individual. Sometimes patience is the key to getting an incredible sighting like this!
Another challenging task is finding the elusive Leopard. Nevertheless, the guides at Umzolozolo are 
always on a mission to find this majestic animal. Leopards love to hang around in valleys, drainage 
lines, soil eroded areas and rocky outcrops. 
Searching for Leopard in these areas always increases your chances of seeing this elusive animal, 

The change of season has arrived and we’re heading into winter! Nambiti has had its last bit of rain 
very late this season, we were blessed with over 400ml in two weeks!
South Africa’s summer star constellation “Orion’s belt” and our winter constellation “Scorpio” can both 
be seen on the horizon at Nambiti at the same time on a clear evening, this is always an indication that 
winter is coming. We have started packing hot water bottles for our game drives in the early morning 
and have changed game drive departure times to 6am and 3.30pm. Nevertheless, those who have 
joined us on these game drives have still been enjoying some amazing sightings. These drives will just 
keep on getting better from here because wintertime is when game viewing is at its very best with the 
bush not being as thick as it is during the summer months.



BIRDLIFE INABUNDANCE
As winter arrives, we start to enjoy sightings of some different birds at Nambiti. Altitudinal winter migrants 
such as the Fairy Flycatchers have arrived, which is a first for a lot of the guides on Nambiti Private Game 
Reserve. These birds migrate from the Karoo in winter and go back in the summer months. 
Black Storks are special no matter where you see them, there are only 2 000 breeding pairs left in 
Southern Africa. The White-Browed Scrub Robins are singing their hearts out in the early mornings and 
evenings, with Cape Rock Thrushes up at the cascades, and African Shell Ducks in the south. Spotted 
Eagle Owls can be seen at and guests may catch glimpses of raptors such as Martial Eagles, Tawny Eagles, 
Brown Snake Eagles, Rock Kestrels and Lappet-Faced Vultures in the north.
Trumpeter Hornbills have also made their appearance as the terrestrial Figs and Buffalo Thorns are 
bearing fruit at this time of the year. Trumpeter Hornbills are omnivores, (took out “and”) their diet 
consists mainly of fruit. They will also eat small mammals, birds and insects. 
Don’t forget to bring your binoculars, this is the most important tool in the bush and this tool will enhance 
your game viewing experience.

especially if you hear alarm calls from Kudu barking 
in these preferred habitats. This month, we were 
fortunate enough to see a big 60+kg male leopard 
who in the southern valleys near Umzolozolo. 
Over the past four months, he has been making 
himself known in the south by advertising his 
territory during drinks break in the evenings. Over 
and above sightings of the animal’s tracks and 
movements are signs of his presence. Both male 
and female Leopards are territorial, and the average 
territory size for Leopards is 1000 hectares or 10 
square kilometres. They urinate on trees (which has 
the distinct smell of buttered popcorn), defaecate on 
prominent junctions and roar/rasp at dawn and dusk.
Leopard’s vocalization is completely different to a 
Lion’s roar, and sounds almost like someone sawing 
through wood. This distinct sound can be heard up 
to 4km away depending on the topography. 



See you on a game drive soon

Tracking is an important bush skill and sometimes it can become a lost art. Tracking can be lots of fun 
and an exciting activity. If followed and read correctly, tracks can reveal the story of an animal without 
even seeing the animal. This can be very rewarding! Is the animal hunting, patrolling its territory, 
mating, fighting, looking left or right, running or even just taking a stroll? These are some of the 
important factors that tracking can reveal to us. Tracking is 
our newspaper and every morning we get to read what has 
happened while we were sleeping. 
Tracking can be done by looking at the artwork left on 
the ground by an animal’s foot, a sign left by an animal 
depending on the species and behavior by smelling the 
smells that permeate the environment or listening out for 
certain factors depending on the species you are tracking. 
Come and join us every morning and afternoon as we go 
into the bush to track and observe and reap the rewards of 
this amazing activity.

TIME FOR TRACKING

FANTASTIC FLORA
Ziziphus Mucronata, commonly called the Buffalo Thorn, 
or, in Zulu, Umphafa, is a beautiful, indigenous and 
evergreen tree which can reach heights of 15 metres. It’s 
a typical bushveld tree which attracts plenty of animals, 
birds and insects. This tree bears fruit from February to 
August, attracting all fruit-eating birds, such as Barbets, 
Hornbills and Taroccos. Elephants love the fruit, and 
at this time in the year you will see a lot of undigested 
Ziziphus fruit in Elephant droppings. The flowers attract 
plenty of insects, which will also attract insect-eating 
birds such as Drongos, Flycatchers and Bee-eaters. These 
flowers are also a food source for many butterfly species. 
This tree is associated with plenty of beliefs and medical properties and is used to treat chest 
complaints, pain and skin infections. One of the tribal beliefs represented in the branch of the Buffalo 
Thorn is said to speak of wisdom, past, present and future. Once a child turns 13, a parent will give 
their child a cutting of buffalo thorn and tell them a story about the branch and the two spines 
facing in opposite directions…the main branch of the Buffalo Thorn grows in a zigzag motion which 
represents your life. Life is full of ups and downs, and the backwards-facing spine tells you never 
forget your past, as the past equips you for the future. The spine facing forwards tells you to not keep 
your head down in tough situations, but to keep looking forward as things will improve as represented 
on the main branch. Trees can speak many words and without them, nothing would exist in the world 
we live in.


